OPENING THE MIND: PSYCHIC CRIME SOLVING
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A higher percentage of
police departments use
psychics to help solve
crimes than is usually
publicized.

By David Green

STAFF WRITER

Englewood psychic Jeri Segovia re-
members standing in front of her Tarot
class and concentrating on Daniel Owen
Conahan Jr.

Details of the man police suspect may
be a serial killer began to materialize.

“I knew it was someone from a family
that was well-to-do,” Segovia says, re-
membering the session in May 1996. “He
was very close to his mother. His mother
was very ill. He was an aficionado of po-
lice soaps.”

During the exercise, Segovia described
Conahan to her class as a cold and me-
thodical man who tied up young men, mu-
tilated them and took their pictures after
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they were dead. She told the class he had
killed many times. She predicted he
would kill again.

What Segovia didn’t predict that day
was that she would join the police investi-
gation of the 43-year-old ex-Navy
serviceman.

Impressed by the extent of her descrip-
tion of the murders, one of Segovia’s stu-
dents related details of the psychic ses-
sion to the Charlotte County Sheriff’s
Office. Detectives invited Segovia to help
hunt for bodies, employing a weapon over
one quarter of law enforcement agencies
utilize but far fewer publicize: psychic
sleuths. :

“I'll listen to anybody,” says Detective
Ricky Hobbs, lead investigator on the
Conahan case. “When I start ignoring in-
formation, I may be hampering my own
investigation.”

Conahan is charged in the murder of
Richard Allen Montgomery, 21, of Punta
Gorda, whose remains were discovered
in 1996. Police say he is a suspect in four
other murders. The victims are all men
who were tied to trees, raped, strangled
and, in some of cases, had their genitals

JARASSTA
HERALD ~TRIR ONE

STAFF PHOTO/MATT BERNHARDT
Englewood psychic Jeri Segovia, 46, gives readings to police in an effort to help them solve crimes.

Police often turn to psychics

mutilated. ;

Hobbs confirmed Segovia conducted a
“map dousing” in which she dangled a
crystal over a Charlotte County map to
detect buried bodies. Segovia says she
also read Hobbs’ Tarot cards, and dis-
cussed with investigators the possibility
of “astrally projecting” herself into Cona-
han’s cell at the Charlotte County Jail.

Whether her telepathic efforts pro-
duced any concrete results is as open to
interpretation as the Tarot deck.

“Nothing that we have came originally,
or was verified, by her,” Hobbs says.
“She gave us some information. But at
the time we spoke to her, a lot of informa-
tion was already out.”

Segovia, 46, who volunteered her ser-
vices, has a more positive reading.

“It came out (during the map dousing)
that there were more bodies,” she said.
“In a couple of places I told them about,
they said they had already found bodies
there.” :

One of the sites Segovia says attracted
her dousing crystal was an area east of
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Police sometimes turn
to psychics in big cases
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U.S. 41 between Toledo Blade

Boulevard and Kings Highway.
“They said that's not where

they were finding the bodies,” Se-

govia says. "They said, 'Are you

sure?’ [ said, 'Thls is what my

crystals are saying.’

Hobbs would not confirm this
exchange. But mvemgators re-
cently discovered tal remains
they mpect mlght belong to an-

Conahan victim in a vacant
lot near Quesada Avenue in Port
Charlotte.

_ Segovia says she also told detec-
tives Conahan left bodies in Chica-

go bclore moving to Florida in

again would not con-

firm this detail; but he and another

detective traveled to Chicago and

Michigan recently to investigate
several open murder cases match-

ing the profile of several Charlotte

County murders that may be

linked to Conahan.

The Conahan case is not the
only investigation in which local
law enforcement ies have at-
tempted to Eamess the
supernatural

DeSoto County Sheriff Vernon
Keen says his agency followed
several psychncs
while looking into the 1994 disap-
of Arcadia mother Kelli
m and her 7-month-old
daughter.
DeSte):: eodu;tectlvemarched a
ty river and junkyard
after callers described vgmons in
which they saw Krum and her
daughter at those locations.

DeSoto investigators also
brought in a psychic recommended
by another law enforcement agen-
cy — Keen would not discuss spe-
cifics — who held a piece of
Krum'’s clothing and tried to de-
scribe her whereabouts,

“We follow everything we
have,” Keen said. “We get those
kinds of calls, we follow them.
We're not going to take the chance
of not followxng those calls and

l(een says his detectives would
not have missed much: Neither
phone tips nor the psychic ses-
sion resulted in a break in the

According to Marcello Truzzl.
socnologm at Eastern Michiga
University and co-author of *

Blue Sense: Psychic Detectives i m
Crime,” detectives’ use of medi-
ums is lnrdlg

At least 37 percent of police
agencies nationwide have sought
the help of spiritualists, according
to one survey.

‘ﬂut doesn't mean psychics are
wizards when it comes to breaking

tered a case in which a psychic is
credited with producing evidence
leading to a conviction.
“lt’swmethmgofalastreson <
Truzzi says. “There's a tremen-
dous lmount of pressure to try

anything

“There'sa lot hudr‘:uhlf thahta ac-
companies somet; e that,”
Truzzi says. “On one hand, they
dm‘tvnnttoleaveanystmeun-
turned; on the other, they don’ 't
want to waste goverment

Given the unproven track re-
cord of psychic detectives, what

keeps investigators like Hobbs
and Keen gazing into the crystal
ball is the difficulty in proving su-
pernatural tips won't pan out.

One skeptic says psychics prey,
off this possibility.

“It's impossible to prove the
negative when it comes to the
metaphysical,” says Gary Posner,
a Tampa Bay dentist and president
of the Tampa Bay an or-
ganization dedicated to the scien-
tific explanation of the supernatu-
ral. “How can I prove there isn’t an
invisible alien standing right next
to you?"

Most of Posner's efforts have
been spent working to discredit
Lakeland medium Noreen Renier,
one of the country's foremost psy-
chic detectives who has worked
with the Sarasota County Sheriff's
Office. Posner’s Internet Website
includes a book chapter he wrote
debunking Renier’s claims of su-
pernatural sleuthing

“I haven’t found any evidence
whatsoever to cause me to even
suspect for one moment that she
has ever demonstrated ‘psychic
ability,” " Posner says. “I've never
found psychic ability exists at all.”

Not everyone shares Posner's

skepticism.
The FBI has paid Renier to lec-
ture on ESP at their headquarters
in Quantico, Va. She has appeared
on CBS' “48 Hours,"” the “Joan
Rivers Show," “Geraldo,” an A&E
documentary, “Unsolved Myster-
ies” and “America's Most
Wanted."

Renier also has helped investi-
gators in 375 cases — includin P
the Sarasota County Sheriff's O!
fice, who paid her $400 in 1990 to
travel to a remote rural road where
the badly decomposed bodies of a
man and woman had been dumped.

“l remember shaking my
hands,” recounts Renier, 60.
“*Something was funny with my
hands.”

According to Lt. David Brewer,
then head of the homicide unit,
that wasn't the only “funny" oc-
currence that afternoon.

“Right away, she came up with
the fact that the hands of the fe-
male victim had been severed,”
Brewer says. “We hadn't told any-
body about that. All we had told her
was that there were two homi-
cides. She provided details that
couldn’t have been known to any-
one outside the investigation.”

After standing at the spot where
the bodies were found and han-
dling jewelry and a driver’s license
belonging to the victims, Renier
also conjured a description of the
killer.

Her portrait ultimately wasn’t
detailed enough to solve the case.
But Brewer says his experience
with Renier made him a believer.

“She didn't exactly break the
case,” he says, “‘but she proved
some of the theories we had.”

Brewer isn't the only investiga-
tor with faith in psychics. As long
as bodies keep turning up, old-
fashioned gumshoes will embrace
new-age spiritualists in hopes of
stumbling on that one crucial clue
— and raising eyebrows in the
process.

“When you've reached a brick
wall, I really don't see any harm in
employing a psychic,” Brewer
says. "They may open new ave-
nues of thought.”
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